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ing infected linen we want one which will kill in a few hours.
The actual germicidal power must be tested by accurate labora-
tory experiment carried out under conditions similar to those
which will be met with in actual practice.
2.  It must not possess chemical properties which unfit it for
ordinary use.    The strong mineral acids and alkalies, though
powerful disinfectants, are unfitted for everyday use by the
corrosive action which they exert upon metals and other sub-
stances even in moderately weak dilution.    It is a serious objec-
tion to perchloride of mercury that it damages metals, and that
it forms a relatively inert compound with the albuminous sub-
stances so commonly present in material requiring disinfection.
3.  It must be soluble in water, or capable of giving rise to
soluble products in contact with the material to be disinfected.
4.  It must not produce too injurious an effect upon the human
tissues with which it comes in contact.    It is too much to ask
that it should be non-poisonous to man, but the less poisonous
it is, the greater its sphere of utility as a gargle or internal dis-
infectant, and the less the dangers that will follow its external
application to wounds.    Carbolic acid in efficient germicidal
strength produces an unpleasant effect even upon the healthy
skin if the immersion is too prolonged or too frequently repeated,
and the same is true of perchloride of mercury.
5.  It must not be too costly in proportion to its germicidal
value.    It is evident that a substance which will be efficient in
a strength of 1 in 1,000 can afford to be fifty times dearer than
one which will be efficient only in a strength of 1 in 20.
Though medical literature has pointed to merits in chloride
of lime ever since in 1846 Semmelweiss succeeded in stamping
out by its means the Vienna endemic puerpural fever, only of
late have the applications of hypochlorite become more gen-
erally established.
Unlike corrosive sublimate, it is non-coagulant; it directly
breaks down the serum envelope of the germ and destroys the
microorganism by oxidation. This also explains why removal
of blood and all foreign matter is accomplished with so little effort,
and the use of a soap and water wash becomes eliminated.
For wounds, lacerations, ulcers, cancerous sores, scrofulous